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1904
gandhi did not take long to put the ideas of Unto This Last into
practice. Within ten days he purchased for £1,000 a hundred acres
of land, containing a fine little spring, a dilapidated cottage and plenty
of fruit trees, some of which bore mangoes and oranges. The plot was
fourteen miles from Durban, and two and a half miles from Phoenix
station. The Phoenix Settlement thus came into being in the middle
of the year 1904.
The newly purchased land, which was uninhabited and thickly
overgrown with grass, was infested with snakes. At first Gandhi and
his co-workers lived under canvas. He took with him to Phoenix those
relations and friends who had come from India with him and were
now doing business and one of them was Maganlal Gandhi.
Rustomji, a rich Parsi friend, placed at the pioneers' disposal old
corrugated iron sheets and building material, with which they start-
ed work. Within a month, with the help of Indian carpenters and
masons, who had worked with Gandhi in the Boer War, a structure,
seventy-five feet long and fifty feet wide, was erected to accommod-
ate the press. And soon Indian Opinion was transferred from Durban
to Phoenix.
An oil-engine was installed for working the press. But Gandhi had
thought that hand power would be more in keeping with an atmo-
sphere where agricultural work was to be done by hand and a wheel
mechanism was, therefore, kept. Indian Opinion was reduced to fools-
cap size, so that in case of emergency copies of the journal could be
struck off on a treadle.
On the first night the engine refused to work. A mechanic and
West came in despair to Gandhi to break the news. Gandhi imme-
diately woke up the carpenters, who were sleeping on the premises,
and put them to work on the wheel. Gandhi worked along with the
carpenters, all the rest joined turn by turn, and they worked till seven

